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Who’s Working on What
As	most	of	you	know	I’m	
restoring	a	1968	Dodge	
Charger	for	my	son.	I’m	
happy	to	report	that	Robert	
and	his	family	recently	came	
for	a	visit.	In	addition,	John	
and	Janice	Steel	(Barbara’s	
brother	and	wife)	came	to	
visit	at	the	same	time.	Both	
families	timed	their	trips	so	
they	could	volunteer	at	our	
annual	rod	run	and	spend	
Thanksgiving	with	us.
	
The	last	time	Robert	saw	
the	Charger	was	October	
2008.	At	that	time	it	had	
just	returned	from	hav-
ing	the	exterior	body	work	
completed	but	had	not	yet	
been	delivered	to	the	paint	
shop.	Since	then	Robert	has	
seen	hundreds	of	pictures	of	
it	being	painted	and	reas-
sembled	but	he	was	none	
the	less	very	excited	to	see	
it	in	person.	His	excitement	
made	all	the	work	worth-
while.	

During	his	visit	we	talked	far	
more	than	we	worked	on	
the	car.	I	believe	our	only	
accomplishment	was	to	
install	the	rear	side	running	
lights.

Barbara	and	I	spent	the	
majority	of	our	time,	
immediately	after	the	rod	
run	enjoying	our	house	
guests	and	in	particular	our	
grandchildren.	We	have	
some	very	fond	memories	
of	that	visit.	One	of	my	
favorites	is	of	my	5	year	old	
grandson	catching	six	bass,	
one	after	the	other	on	con-
secutive	casts.	He	wasn’t	at	
all	surprised	at	his	success.	
Having	never	fished	before	
he	didn’t	realize	its	called	
fishing	instead	of	catching	
for	good	reason.	

Since	November	I’ve	in-
sulated	the	Charger’s	rear	
quarter	panels	to	dampen	
road	noise,	insulated	the	
roof	to	stop	radiated	heat	
and	installed	a	headliner.	

Additionally,	I’ve	installed	
new	roof	rail	weather	strip-
ping	and	fitted	it	with	a	rear	
window	deck	plate.	Beneath	
the	deck	plate	which	will	
be	covered	at	a	later	date	a	
new	rear	radio	speaker	will	
be	installed.	My	most	recent	
challenge	has	been	to	install	
the	quarter	window	mecha-
nisms	and	aligned	the	quar-
ter	windows.	

Did	you	know	that	when	it	
comes	to	quarter	window	
mechanisms	that	some	roll-
er	tracks	will	fit	in	their	in-
tended	position	even	when	
swapped	end	for	end.	Doing	
so	makes	it	impossible	to	

get	the	window	to	align	
properly.	While	I’m	on	the	
subject	of	lessons	learned	I	
also	learned	that	henceforth	
I	will	pay	trained	profession-
als	to	install	my	headliners.	

I	found	
the	work	
tedious	
and	
infuriating,	at	times.	I	es-
pecially	disliked	fitting	the	
headliner	to	the	compound	
curves	around	the	rear	win-
dow.	Never,	again!

Wheel	treatment	on	this	ve-
hicle	is	going	to	be	austere.	
It’s	our	hope	the	lack	of	treat	
will	give	the	vehicle	a	more	
ominous	look.	We	initially	
were	going	to	use	chrome	
Magnum	500	wheels	like	is	
on	our	Coronet	but	instead	
will	use	stock	15x7	MOPAR	
steel	wheels	painted	black	

like	the	rest	of	the	vehicle.	
The	wheels	will	be	outfitted	
with	vintage	Dodge	period	
correct	center	caps.	The	
front	wheels	will	be	fitted	
with	P235/60/R15	black	wall	

tires.	The	rear	wheels	will	
wear	P275/60/R15	black	
wall	tires	to	give	the	440	cid	
engine	a	bit	more	traction.	
This	tire	combination	should	
give	the	vehicle	a	bit	of	a	
nose	down	stance	and	in	
turn	enhance	the	intimidat-
ing	persona	we	are	trying	to	
achieve.	

I	hope	you	enjoy	the	
pictures.

Bob	Mitchell

There	are	only	10	things	in	
this	world	you	need	to	fix	any	
car,	any	place,	any	time.

1.	Duct	Tape:	Not	just	a	tool,	a	
veritable	Swiss	Army	knife	in	
stickum	and	plastic.	It’s	safety	
wire,	body	material,	radiator	
hose,	upholstery,	insulation,	
tow	rope,	and	more	-	in	an	
easy	to	carry	package.	Sure,	
there’s	prejudice	surround-
ing	duct	tape	in	professional	
competitions,	but	in	the	
real	world,	everything	from	
LeMans-winning	Porsches	
to	Atlas	rockets	and	attack-
helicopters	use	it	by	the	yard.	
The	only	thing	that	can	get	
you	out	of	more	scrapes	is	a	
quarter	and	a	phone	booth.

2.	Vice	Grips:	Equally	adept	
as	a	wrench,	hammer,	pliers,	
baling	wire	twister,	breaker-
off	of	frozen	bolts	and	
wiggle-it-til-it-falls-off	tool.	
The	heavy	artillery	of	your	
tool	box,	vice	grips	are	the	
only	tool	designed	expressly	
to	fix	things	screwed	up	be-
yond	repair.

3.	Spray	Lubricants:	A	
considerably	cheaper	
alternative	to	new	doors,	
alternator,	and	other	squeaky	
items.	Slicker	than	pig	
phlegm,	repeated	soakings	
will	allow	the	main	hull	bolts	
of	the	Andrea	Doria	to	be	
removed	by	hand.	Strangely	
enough,	an	integral	part	of	
these	sprays	is	the	infamous	
Little	Red	Tube	that	flies	out	

of	the	nozzle	if	you	look	at	
it	cross	eyed	(one	of	the	10	
worst	tools	of	all	time).

4.	Margarine	Tubs	with	Clear	
Lids:	If	you	spend	all	your	
time	under	the	hood	look-
ing	for	a	frendle	pin	that	
caromed	off	the	pertal	valve	
when	you	knocked	both	off	
the	air	cleaner,	it’s	because	
you	eat	butter.	Real	
mechanics	consume	pounds	
of	tasteless	vegetable	oil	
replicas	just	so	they	can	use	
the	empty	tubs	for	parts	
containers	afterward.	(Some	
of	course	chuck	the	butter-
colored	goo	altogether	or	
use	it	to	repack	wheel	bear-
ings.)	Unlike	air	cleaners	and	
radiator	lips,	margarine	tubs	
aren’t	connected	by	a	time/
space	wormhole	to	the	
Parallel	Universe	of	Lost	
Frendle	Pins.

5.	Big	Rock	at	the	Side	of	the	
Road:	Block	up	a	tire.	Smack	
corroded	battery	terminals.	
Pound	out	a	dent.	Bop	noisy	
know-it-all	types	on	the	
noodle.	Scientists	have	yet	
to	develop	a	hammer	that	
packs	the	raw	banging	power	
of	granite	or	limestone.	This	
is	the	only	tool	with	which	a	
“Made	in	Malaysia”	emblem	
is	not	synonymous	with	the	
user	being	maimed.

6.	Plastic	Zip	Ties:	After	20	
years	of	lashing	down	stray	
hose	and	wiring	with	old	
bread	ties,	some	genius	

brought	a	slightly	slicked-
up	version	to	the	auto	parts	
market.	Fifteen	zip	ties	can	
transform	a	hulking	mass	of	
amateur-quality	wiring	from	
a	working	model	of	the	Bra-
zilian	Rain	Forest	into	some-
thing	remotely	resembling	
a	wiring	harness.	Of	course	
it	works	both	ways.	When	
buying	a	used	car,	subtract	
$100	for	each	zip	tie	you	find	
under	the	hood.

7.	Ridiculously	Large	
Craftsman	Screwdriver:	Let’s	
admit	it.	There’s	nothing	
better	for	prying,	chiseling,	
lifting,	breaking,	splitting	
or	mutilating	than	a	huge	
flatbladed	screwdriver,	par-
ticularly	when	wielded	with	
gusto	and	a	big	hammer.	
This	is	also	the	tool	of	choice	
for	all	oil	filters	so	insanely	
located	that	they	can	only	be	
removed	by	driving	a	stake	
in	one	side	and	out	the	other.	
If	you	break	the	screwdriver	
--	and	you	will	just	like	Dad	
and	your	shop	teacher	said	
--	who	cares,	it	has	a	lifetime	
guarantee.

8.	Baling	Wire:	Commonly	
known	as	MG	muffler	brack-
ets,	baling	wire	holds	
anything	that’s	too	hot	for	
tape	or	ties.	Like	duct	tape,	
it’s	not	recommended	for	
NASCAR	contenders,	since	
it	works	so	well	you’ll	never	
need	to	replace	it	with	the	
right	thing	again.	Baling	wire	
is	a	sentimental	favorite	in	

some	circles,	particularly	
with	the	Pinto,	Gremlin,	and	
Rambler	set.

9.	Bonking	Stick:	This	
monstrous	tuning	fork	with	
devilish	pointy	ends	is	
technically	known	as	a	
tie-rod	separator,	but	how	
often	do	you	separate	tie-rod	
ends?	Once	every	decade	
if	you’re	lucky.	Other	than	
medieval	combat,	its	real	use	
is	the	all-purpose	application	
of	undue	force,	not	unlike	
that	of	the	huge	flat-bladed	
screwdriver.	Nature	doesn’t	
know	the	bent	metal	panel	
or	frozen	exhaust	pipe	that	
can	stand	up	to	a	good	
bonking	stick.	(Can	also	be	
used	to	separate	tie-rod	ends	
in	a	pinch,	of	course,	but	
does	a	lousy	job	of	it).

10.	A	Quarter	and	a	Phone	
Booth:	See	tip	#1	above.

Other	usefull	information

*	If	it	won’t	go	-	force	it.	If	it	
breaks,	it	needed	replacing	
anyway....

*	Any	tool	dropped	while	
repairing	your	rod	will	roll	
underneath	to	the	exact	
center	of	the	car.

Article	taken	from	http://
www.hotrodscustomstuff.
com/humor-12.html

10 Best Car Repair Tools of All  Time

Check	us	out	on	the	web	at	
www.lakesareacruisers.com
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Venue:	Lone	Star	Cafe,	
Jasper,	TX.

Attendance:	19

The	meeting	was	called	
to	order	at	6:28	PM	by	
the	Club	President	Alvin	
Prewitt.

Previous	Meeting	
Minutes:	

A	motion	was	made	that	
the	minutes	of	the	Janu-
ary	7,	2010	meeting	as	
published	in	the	
February	2010	newsletter	
be	approved.	The	vote	to	
approve	was	unanimous.

Treasurer’s	Report:	

The	report	was	given	by	
club	treasurer	Bob	
Mitchell.	A	motion	was	
made	to	accept	the	report	
as	read.	The	motion	was	
seconded	and	approved.	

Old	Business:

2010	Rod	Run	Fliers:	
Pictures	of	the	1951	
Plymouth	belonging	to	
Morgan	Woolems	and	
the	1934	Ford	belonging	
to	Ennis	Love	have	been	
taken.	A	picture	of	each	
vehicle	will	be	used	in	
producing	the	fliers.	Drew	
Brodnax	reported	that	the	

fliers	will	be	printed	on	
February	5,	2010.	

	New	Business:

Car	For	Sale	–	1977	Ford	
LTD	II	–	all	original	-	
30,000	miles	–	302	engine	
w/	auto	transmission,	AC	
and	PS.	Contact	Don	Mar-
tindale	at	409-384-2072		

2011	Rod	Run	Auction	
Items	–	President	Alvin	
Prewitt	requested	that	the	
group	come	up	with	ideas	
for	items	to	be	raffled.	
Several	ideas	were	sug-
gested	and	discussed	but	
a	final	decision	remains	to	
be	made.	

Upcoming	Events:	

Information	concerning	
up	coming	car	shows	and	
rod	runs	was	provided	by	
Alvin	Prewitt.	A	summary	
of	that	information	will	be	
provided	in	the	newslet-
ter.

Onnie	Weaver	informed	
the	group	about	the	
Saturday,	March	24	Car	
Show	to	be	held	by	the	
Rainbow	Masonic	Lodge	
#735	in	conjunction	with	
the	Newton	County	Fair.	
The	event	will	be	held	at	
the	Newton	County	Fair-
grounds.	Contact	Onnie	

Weaver	at	409-565-4913	
for	registration	forms	or	
additional	information.

The	Jasper	County	Air	
Show	will	be	held	the	
same	weekend	(March	19-
20)	as	the	Azalea	Festival	
Rod	Run	and	Classic	Car	
Show.	As	a	result,	clas-
sic	cars	will	only	be	on	
display	at	the	air	show	on	
Sunday.	

Future	Meeting	Dates	/	
Venues:

The	March	2010	club	
meeting	will	be	held	
Thursday,	March	4,	2010	
starting	at	6:00PM	at	the	
former	Golden	Corral	Res-
taurant,	now	named	Mr.	
D’s	Cuisine	located	at	235	
E.	Gibson	(SH	190	West),	
Jasper,	TX.

The	April	2010	club	
meeting	will	be	held	
Tuesday,	April	6,	2010	
starting	at	6:00PM	at	the	
Texas	Star	Cafe	located	
at	205	North	&	Hwy.	69,	
Colmesneil,	TX.

The	meeting	was		
adjourned	at	7:00	PM.

Bob	Mitchell
Secretary

Sweethearts & Orphans
Car Show

February	26,	2010
Weatherford,	TX

Contact	Onnie	Weaver	for	
details

Lumberton Project 
Graduation 

Car and Bike Show
Saturday,	March	6,	2010

Lumberton,	TX	High	School	
(Hwy	69)

Jody	Sowers	409-755-6932
Randy	Hicks	409-781-9445

Cruizin’ Buna 2010
Rod Run and Bike Show
Saturday,	March	13,	2010

Held	at	Buna,	TX	
Jr.	High	School

Charlie	Wheeler	409-289-2633

Azalea Fesitval Rod Run
& Car Show

March	19-20,	2010
Jasper,	Texas

Drew	Brodnax	or	Keith	Hale
409-384-9894

3rd Annual GatorRama 2010
March	19-20,	2010

DeRidder,	LA
Daryl	Smith

337-463-8989

Annual Masonic Lodge  
Car Show

March	20,	2010
Merryville,	LA

James	Eaves	337-375-3751

Silsbee Operation 
Graduation Car Show

Saturday,	March	20,	2010
Held	at	Silsbee,	TX	High	

School
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Spindletop 2010
26th Annual Rod Run  

& Classic	Car Show
March	26-28,	2010

John	Woodall
409-752-3327

2010 Mopars at the Strip
Las	Vegas	Speedway

Las	Vegas,	NV	
March	26-28,	2010

http://www.moparsatthestrip.
com/

4th Annual  
“Early Bird Show”
March	26-27,	2010

Downtown	City	Park,	
Kilgore,	TX

Travis	Brewer
903-343-1675

Little Cypress Mauriceville
Project Safe Graduation 

Car Show & Sound Off
Saturday,	April	10,	2010
Held	at	Little	Cypress	

Mauriceville	HS
Contact:	mhennigan@gt.rr.com

Rainbow Masonic Lodge #735
& Newton County Fair Car 

Show
Saturday,	April	24,	2010

Held	at	Newton,	TX	
County	Fair	Grounds

Onnie	Weaver	409-565-4913
Richard	Nelson	409-379-2455

3rd Annual J.P. Collins 
Memorial Open Car Show

Saturday,	May	1,	2010
Lufkin,	TX

PetSmart	Parking	Lot	
South	Loop	287	&	Tulane	Drive

Next	to	Home	Depot
Roman	Collins:	936-366-3261

▲	Redneck	Motorcycle?	Conjecture	here	
is	that	this	is	Lowe’s	attempt	to	enter	the	
growing	MC	market:	“You	can	build	it,	we	can	
help!”	Chainsaw-drive	anyone?

▲ Further	evidence	that	old	steel	never	
dies....	You	have	to	admire	the	ingenuity	of	
it.	C.O.D.	(Cab	Over	Driver).
►Not	to	be	outdone,	Home	Depot	has	
teamed	up	with	John	Deere	to	market	the	
“Redneck	Chopper.”

▼ Deep inside every Deuce is a 
Monster Truck waiting to show itself. 
We’re considering this one for next 
year’s L.A. Roadster Show (Mud flaps 
optional).

You Gotta See it 
to Believe it!

Jeff	Foxworthy	has	made	the	state-
ment,	“You	might	be	a	redneck	if...”	but	
I	bet	he	never	saw	these	rides!		
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Extended Show Schedule Inside
Do you know of a show not listed, email the 
information to keith@jpc@jas.net cruisers

Would You Like to Sponsor A Club Newsletter?
Call 409-384-9894 For Details

@ Mr D’s Cuisine

If you’d care to share information 
and pictures about what you are 

working on via this newsletter, please 
submit same to either 

Bob Mitchell or Keith Hale.  
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ISSUE

•	 Extended	Show	Schedule
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•	 Ten	Best	Car	Repair	Tools	of	All	Time
•	 See	&	Be	Seen
•	 You	Gotta	See	It	to	Believe	It!


