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Hot rodding, part two

By the 1980s the re that had
been amateur hot rodding
had indeed died, but the
ame had not gone out. Two
core groups—one charmed
by nostalgia for the past and
the other charged with the
rebellious creativity of youth
and the independent spirit of
the disenfran-

In the other camp were
young men from southern
California’s Chicano culture,
whose bent was re ning
the craft of customizing to
produce probably the most
singular of its iterations, the
lowrider. Initially limited
chie y to 1963 and 1964
Chevrolet Impala mod-

els, lowriders re ected an
epitome of ritualized—even

Spirit to customizing in
general, and especially to
the more extreme examples
of ultra-customizing that
appear at contemporary
exhibitions.

What now?

Today hot rodding in all its

faces is both popular and

big business. What began

as a way to achieve results
without money

chised—kept
the spark
alive. Thanks
to them, hot
rodding and
customizing
(albeit in a 90:x
guise) survive
today and
even our-
ishes.

California, nat
urally enough,

has become a way
to spend it, and a
way for market

ers of every stripe
to accumulate

it, sometimes in
vast amounts. The
National Hot Rod
Association has
turned drag racing
into a nationwide
spectator sport
generating millions
of dollars annually

was the site
of the resur
gence. In the nostalgia camp
were two small car clubs, the
Los Angeles Roadsters and

Ken Fuhrman still owns his ‘29 roadster

symbolic—showiness that
included meticulous candy
paint jobs, delicately air-

the Bay Area Roadsters, who brushed murals, crushed

began a tradition of long-
distance cruising en masse
along the state s highways
in their otherwise languish-
ing chromed show cars,
mostly stylized reworkings

velvet upholstery, and tiny,
thin whitewall tires mounted
on deep-dish chrome or
gold-plated wire wheel rims.
Their name derived from
their uniqgue component:

of 20s, 30s, and 40s open-top hydraulic suspensions that
single-seaters. These cruises, could lift and lower the car

which began in the 1970s,
were popularized in car
magazines as rod runs and
as the trend continued they
spread to other states and
took on trappings of large-
scale family picnics complete
with concession stands, per
table toilets and sometimes
carnival rides augmenting
the show-car competitions
and swap meets that were
the heart of the events.
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or rake it forward and back
instantly—even make it ap
pear to hop—at the touch of
a control by the driver.

Creating lowriders still is
virtually the exclusive prov
ince of Latino customizers
operating within strict, trend-
dictated design parameters.
There is no doubt that the
existence of these cars has
brought increased recogni-
tion and added new creative

from events, televi-

sion coverage, and
advertising. Robert E. Peters-
en spun o Hot Rod (which
still exists) to form Petersen
Publications, an automotive
magazine empire. Rod runs
frequently attract thousands
of participants to single
events, which are often held
over three-day weekends at
regional fairgrounds, camp
grounds, and other public
arenas.

Speed and custom parts
industries thrive, producing
every kind of hot-rodding
and customizing component
conceivable, with new prod-
ucts arriving regularly. These
days, it is possible to build
complete automobiles using
newly-made reproduction
parts, including frames, body
panels and engine blocks.

If you are wealthy enough,
you can even commission a

designer-built, one-of-a-kind
hot rod or custom ready to
capture rst honors at any
show or take you joyriding
down your very own boule
vard of dreams.

Clearly, one might argue that
hot rodding is making a bid
for mainstream acceptance,
especially with the arrival of
the Plymouth Prowler, Panoz
AVI and hot-selling Chrysler
PT Cruiser. However, from all
appearances hot rods seem
to be retaining at least some
of their outlaw charm, not
just for the young but for

the young at heart. And they
probably always will, thanks
to those deeper elements of
their de nition, the ones the
dictionary leaves out.
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Station to include a tour of a
vintage Studebaker
collection and luncheon he
has arranged.

Future Meeting Dates /
Venues:

The February 2010 club
meeting will be held Thurs-
day, February 4, 2010 starting
at 6:00 PM at the Lone Star
Cafe located at 500 South
Wheeler, Jasper, TX.

The March 2010 club meet
ing will be held Thursday,
March 4, 2010 starting at
6:00PM at the Golden Corral
Mexican Restaurant located
at 235 E, Gibson (SH 190
West), Jasper, TX.

The meeting was adjourned
at 7:00 PM.

Bob Mitchell
Secretary
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LAKES AREA HOSPICE

254 Ethel Street - Jasper, Texas 75951
Phone:(409) 384-5995 Fax: (409) 384-9655

December 15, 2009

Lakes Area Cruisers
P. 0. Box 2146

Jasper, Texas 75951

Dear Friends,

Thank you again for your hard work on this year’s Rod Run and for the $11,000.00 that you raised for
Lakes Area Hospice. We are blessed once more by your efforts and caring.

Lakes Area Hospice has had some real challenges this year because of the questionable economy,
increased costs for medications, medical equipment and labor and because of increased competition
from the big, for-profit agencies. Your donation will be especially meaningful.

In spite of the rain, everything went well, | am told. My visit on Sunday was really special. Seeing all of
the cars and all of you at work was a joy to me. It was truly great that two of the prize winners gave
their earnings back to us. They must have been following your example of giving to the community.

We appreciate all that you do for us. And, we love it when you visit to make the presentation of funds.
You looked super in the KJIAS web site photo. We look forward to next year.

e

Jeanette H. Coffield

Sincerely,

Executive Director
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SUBMIT YOUR PICTURES
Be sure to email or bring your pictures to Keith @ N EXT C LUB

MEETING

Jasper Printing to be included in the newsletter!

Keep up to date with all
the season’s

FEBRUARY 4TH
6 PM

Rod Run’s and Cruises at [@3fI LR EI AT
www.lakesareacruisers.com

Would You Like to Sponsor A Club Newsletter?
Call 409-384-9894 For Details

P.O. Box 2146
Jasper, Texas 75951



