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Who’s Working On What?

In the September 2009 newsletter as part of a Phoenix “Car 
Stu�” article mention was made of the vehicle Ennis Love 
is having built by Kreative Rodwerks which is located in 
Phoenix, AZ. This shop owned by Mark Wrobleski expects 
to have Ennis’s new rod �nished in May 2010. 

The vehicle is being built as a Studebaker replica using 
a Chevy C10 truck chassis augment by several �berglass 
body parts. The engine will be a highly modi�ed 350 cid 
Chevy small block (see accompanying picture). Not only 
does the engine look good but it’s also expected to de-
velop several hundred horsepower.

Ennis has decided on the exterior paint color but is still 
considering his options concerning the color of the custom 
interior. Wheel and tire selection is also complete. Needless 
to say the vehicle will have lots of rubber on the ground, 
especially in the rear to handle the high torque and horse-
power the engine will develop.

We’ll post more pictures as they become available.
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Hot rodding, part two
By the 1980s the �re that had 
been amateur hot rodding 
had indeed died, but the 
�ame had not gone out. Two 
core groups—one charmed 
by nostalgia for the past and 
the other charged with the 
rebellious creativity of youth 
and the independent spirit of 
the disenfran-
chised—kept 
the spark 
alive. Thanks 
to them, hot 
rodding and 
customizing 
(albeit in a 90s 
guise) survives 
today and 
even �our-
ishes.

California, nat-
urally enough, 
was the site 
of the resur-
gence. In the nostalgia camp 
were two small car clubs, the 
Los Angeles Roadsters and 
the Bay Area Roadsters, who 
began a tradition of long-
distance cruising en masse 
along the state�s highways 
in their otherwise languish-
ing chromed show cars, 
mostly stylized reworkings 
of 20s, 30s, and 40s open-top 
single-seaters. These cruises, 
which began in the 1970s, 
were popularized in car 
magazines as rod runs and 
as the trend continued they 
spread to other states and 
took on trappings of large-
scale family picnics complete 
with concession stands, por-
table toilets and sometimes 
carnival rides augmenting 
the show-car competitions 
and swap meets that were 
the heart of the events.

In the other camp were 
young men from southern 
California’s Chicano culture, 
whose bent was re�ning 
the craft of customizing to 
produce probably the most 
singular of its iterations, the 
lowrider. Initially limited 
chie�y to 1963 and 1964 
Chevrolet Impala mod-
els, lowriders re�ected an 
epitome of ritualized—even 

symbolic—showiness that 
included meticulous candy 
paint jobs, delicately air-
brushed murals, crushed 
velvet upholstery, and tiny, 
thin whitewall tires mounted 
on deep-dish chrome or 
gold-plated wire wheel rims. 
Their name derived from 
their unique component: 
hydraulic suspensions that 
could lift and lower the car 
or rake it forward and back 
instantly—even make it ap-
pear to hop—at the touch of 
a control by the driver.

Creating lowriders still is 
virtually the exclusive prov-
ince of Latino customizers 
operating within strict, trend-
dictated design parameters. 
There is no doubt that the 
existence of these cars has 
brought increased recogni-
tion and added new creative 

spirit to customizing in 
general, and especially to 
the more extreme examples 
of ultra-customizing that 
appear at contemporary 
exhibitions.

What now?
Today hot rodding in all its 
faces is both popular and 
big business. What began 
as a way to achieve results 

without money 
has become a way 
to spend it, and a 
way for market-
ers of every stripe 
to accumulate 
it, sometimes in 
vast amounts. The 
National Hot Rod 
Association has 
turned drag racing 
into a nationwide 
spectator sport 
generating millions 
of dollars annually 
from events, televi-
sion coverage, and 

advertising. Robert E. Peters-
en spun o� Hot Rod (which 
still exists) to form Petersen 
Publications, an automotive 
magazine empire. Rod runs 
frequently attract thousands 
of participants to single 
events, which are often held 
over three-day weekends at 
regional fairgrounds, camp-
grounds, and other public 
arenas.

Speed and custom parts 
industries thrive, producing 
every kind of hot-rodding 
and customizing component 
conceivable, with new prod-
ucts arriving regularly. These 
days, it is possible to build 
complete automobiles using 
newly-made reproduction 
parts, including frames, body 
panels and engine blocks. 
If you are wealthy enough, 
you can even commission a 

designer-built, one-of-a-kind 
hot rod or custom ready to 
capture �rst honors at any 
show or take you joyriding 
down your very own boule-
vard of dreams.

Clearly, one might argue that 
hot rodding is making a bid 
for mainstream acceptance, 
especially with the arrival of 
the Plymouth Prowler, Panoz 
AVI and hot-selling Chrysler 
PT Cruiser. However, from all 
appearances hot rods seem 
to be retaining at least some 
of their outlaw charm, not 
just for the young but for 
the young at heart. And they 
probably always will, thanks 
to those deeper elements of 
their de�nition, the ones the 
dictionary leaves out.
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Station to include a tour of a 
vintage Studebaker 
collection and luncheon he 
has arranged.

Future Meeting Dates / 
Venues:

The February 2010 club 
meeting will be held Thurs-
day, February 4, 2010 starting 
at 6:00 PM at the Lone Star 
Cafe located at 500 South 
Wheeler, Jasper, TX.

The March 2010 club meet-
ing will be held Thursday, 
March 4, 2010 starting at 
6:00PM at the Golden Corral 
Mexican Restaurant located 
at 235 E, Gibson (SH 190 
West), Jasper, TX.

The meeting was adjourned 
at 7:00 PM.

Bob Mitchell
Secretary

Ken Fuhrman still owns his ‘29 roadster
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Venue: Martin’s Mexican 
Resturant, Jasper, TX.

Attendance: 23

The meeting was called 
to order at 6:27PM by 
the Club President Alvin 
Prewitt.

Introduction of Prospec-
tive and New Members: 

New club members Herb 
and Brenda Smith were in-
troduced. The Smith’s own 
a 1949 Hudson and are 
residents of Wiergate, TX.

President Alvin Prewitt 
announced that Todd and 
Vickie Schlosser of Jasper, 
TX joined the club. Vickie 
is the niece of Lindel Smith 
a long time club member. 
The Schlosser’s have a 
1979 Chevrolet Corvette 
and a 2010 Camero.
  
Previous Meeting Minutes: 

A motion was made and 
approved that the minutes 
of the December 3, 2009 
meeting as published in 
the January 2010 newslet-
ter be approved.

Correspondence:

Club President Alvin 
Prewitt read aloud a letter 
received from Lakes Area 
Hospice thanking the club 
for its recent donation.

Treasurer’s Report: 

The report was given by 
club treasurer Bob Mitch-
ell. A motion was made 
to accept the report as 
read by Onnie Weaver. The 
motion was seconded and 

approved. The vote to ap-
prove was unanimous. 

Committee Reports:

Club Jackets / Hats Com-
mittee (Alvin Prewitt)

Member wishing to pur-
chase club jackets should 
now contact TLC Cleaners 
directly.

Club hats are available 
from Alvin Prewitt at a cost 
of $12 each.

Coca Cola Trailer Commit-
tee (Alvin Prewitt)

The work day previously 
scheduled was cancelled 
but will be rescheduled 
when weather conditions 
improve. 

Old Business:

There was no old business.

 New Business:

Golden Corral Restaurant 
– Drew Brodnax informed 
the group that the own-
ers of the restaurant have 
dropped their Golden Cor-
ral franchise. The restau-
rant will continue opera-
tion but under a different 
name. The name change 
will occur shortly. This 
change should not pre-
vent club use of the res-
taurants meeting facility or 
the current arrangement 
with the restaurant owners 
to feed participants of the 
club’s annual rod run.

2010 Rod Run Fliers – 
President Alvin Prewitt 
reminded the group that 
it was time to begin work 

to prepare fliers for the 
next rod run. To that end a 
drawing was held to select 
which club member vehi-
cles would be pictured on 
the fliers. The 1951 Plym-
outh belonging to Morgan 
Woolems and the 1934 
Ford belonging to Ennis 
Love were selected for the 
honor. Each vehicle owner 
was requested to immedi-
ately send quality photos 
of their vehicle to Keith 
Hale at Jasper Printing Co. 
or to make arranges with 
Keith to have pictures 
taken. The fliers need to be 
printed and made avail-
able for distribution at car 
shows before the end of 
February 2010.

January 2010 Newsletter 
- The cost of publishing 
and mailing the January 
2010 club newsletter to 
all 2009 Rod Run par-
ticipants, sponsors and 
club members was gra-
ciously absorbed by the 
Jasper Printing Company. 
Members expressed their 
appreciation by a round of 
applause and by thanking 
Drew Brodnax, Division 
Manager of Jasper Print-
ing Company who was 
present. 

Upcoming Events: 
Information concerning 
up coming car shows and 
rod runs was provided by 
Alvin Prewitt. A summary 
of that information will be 
provided in the 
newsletter.

Onnie Weaver informed 
the group about the up-
coming cruise to College 
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Calcasieu Street Rodders
26th Annual Rod Run
February 19-21, 2010

Sulphur, LA
Glen Gobert

409-738-2310

Azalea Fesitval Rod Run
& Car Show

March 19-20, 2010
Jasper, Texas

Drew Brodnax or Keith Hale
409-384-9894

3rd Annual GatorRama 2010
March 19-20, 2010

DeRidder, LA
Daryl Smith

337-463-8989

Annual Masonic Lodge  
Car Show

March 20, 2010
Merryville, LA

James Eaves 337-375-3751

Spindletop 2010
26th Annual Rod Run  

& Classic Car Show
March 26-28, 2010

John Woodall
409-752-3327

2010 Mopars at the Strip
Las Vegas Speedway

Las Vegas, NV 
March 26-28, 2010

http://www.moparsatthestrip.
com/

4th Annual  
“Early Bird Show”
March 26-27, 2010

Downtown City Park, 
Kilgore, TX

Travis Brewer
903-343-1675
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Paris, Texas  
Car Show

by Lindel Smith

If any of you have ever been to a car 
show with Onnie Weaver, you know he 
can always find something to work on 
or someone to help. Last September 
at the Paris, TX car show was no excep-
tion. Several of us including Onnie were 
setting in a nice shady spot with a light 
breeze keeping us cool when an elderly 
gentleman, I think he later said he was 
86, drove into the show in a 1960 or 61 
Oldsmobile 98 convertible. It must have 

been 25 feet long.
As the man backed the Olds into a 
parking slot, it sprang a gas leak. Turns 
out a rubber line had gotten against 
an idler pulley. Several men ganged 
around the car, passed their opinions 
but none helped the old gentleman. 
At Onnie’s suggestion our group 
walked over after a few of the “would 
be mechanics” left to see what was the 
problem. That’s when we found the gas 
line had gotten against the idler pulley. 
This didn’t seem like much of a problem 
until we figured out none of us had a 
5/16 piece of gas hose. Doyle Smith did 
have a 5/16 inch inline fuel filter. Under 

the circumstances most shade tree me-
chanics would cut out the bad spot in 
the tubing, insert the filter, hustle up a few clamps and call the problem fixed.
Well, it wasn’t quite that easy! The 
engine was hot, the sun was hot, the 
gas line was stuck to the fittings (1/4 
inch line on 5/16 inch fittings) but with 
a pocket knife and tools from Doyle 
Smith’s tool box we finally managed 
to get it fixed. The old gentleman was 
grateful, thanked us profusely and then 
like the rest of us went to find shade 
and a cold bottle of water.
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CRUISE NIGHTS
♦ 4th Saturday of each month is Sonic Cruise Night

♦1st Saturday of each month is Cruise night at 
  Ray’s Drive-In Restaurant in Lufkin, Texas

Lakes Area 

P.O. Box 2146 
Jasper, Texas 75951

Next Club 
MeetiNg

February 4th
6 PM

SUBMIT YOUR PICTURES
Be sure to email or bring your pictures to Keith @ 
Jasper Printing to be included in the newsletter! cruisers

Would You Like to Sponsor A Club Newsletter?
Call 409-384-9894 For Details

@ Lone Star Cafe

Keep up to date with all 
the season’s  

Rod Run’s and Cruises at 
www.lakesareacruisers.com


