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Calcasieu Street Rodders 26th Annual Rod Run

Post Your 
Photos on the 
Lakes Area
Crusier’s 

                 Facebook Site!  
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    someone’s car.
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Pictures from Sweatheart & Orphans

Thanks to Doyle Smith for providing these 
pictures .
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Lufkin Cruise Night1962 and 1963 Chevrolet Corvair Concept Cars
The	first	Saturday	of	each	
month	an	impromptu	shine	
and	show	is	held	in	the	
parking	lot	next	to	Ray’s	
Drive-In	Restaurant	in	Lufkin,	
TX.	Generally	most	Lakes	
Area	Cruisers	who	attend	
make	the	trip	individually.	

At	the	last	club	meeting	
Jerry	and	Nellie	Varing	
volunteered	to	organize	a	
cruise	to	the	Lufkin	shine	and	
show	with	an	intermediate	
stop	at	the	Baymont	Sea-
food	Restaurant	for	dinner.	
Six	families	took	part	in	the	
cruise,	had	dinner	together	
then	arrived	at	the	show	and	
shine	in	mass.	

It	was	interesting	watching	
the	spectators	and	other	
vehicle	owners	instantly	
gather	around	our	cars	as	we	
parked.	People	started	
asking	questions	the	instant	
we	got	out	of	our	vehicles.	
Those	Lakes	Area	

Cruisers	who	took	part	in	
the	cruise	were:	Lawanna	
and	Rick	Parks,	Barbara	and	
Bob	Mitchell,	Betty	and	Alvin	
Prewitt,	Euleen	and	Lindel	
Smith,	Virginia	and	Onnie	
Weaver	and	our	hosts	for	the	
night	Nellie	and	Jerry	Varing.	

The	food	at	the	Baymont	
Seafood	Restaurant	was	very	
good	and	the	opportunity	to	
socialize	even	more	
enjoyable.	In	fact,	we	were	all	
having	such	a	good	time,	no	
one	thought	to	take	pictures.	
Sorry	about	that!

Jerry	and	Nellie	have	other	
cruise	locations	in	mind	and	
will	be	presenting	them	at	
future	meetings.	With	the	
warmer	weather	approach-
ing	it’s	a	good	time	to	make	
plans	to	get	out	of	the	house	
and	do	something	fun	with	
your	fellow	car	club	
members.		
	

by	the	Auto	Editors	of		
Consumer	Guide

The	decline	and	death	of	
the	1962	and	1963	Chevro-
let	Corvair	concept	cars	is	
one	of	the	sadder	ironies	in	
automotive	history.	Though	
these	lively	yet	economical	
compacts	would	be	perfect	
even	in	today’s	world,	they	
were	disparaged	by	con-
sumer	advocates	--	the	very	
people	who	might	have	
been	expected	to	welcome	
it.

But	Ralph	Nader	was	not	
responsible	for	killing	the	
Corvair.	The	ax	had	actually	
fallen	some	six	months	be-
fore	the	release	of	his	1965	
book,	Unsafe	at	Any	Speed.

Unwrapped	in	1962,	the	
Super	Spyder	concept	car	
was	a	more	radical	version	
of	1961’s	Corvair-based	
Sebring	Spyder	concept	
car.	See	more	concept	car	
pictures.

General	Motors’s	decision	
to	continue	the	car	beyond	
1965,	but	only	until	develop-
ment	and	tooling	costs	were	
amortized,	reflected	the	
success	of	Ford’s		
Mustang	“ponycar,”	which	
overwhelmed	Corvair	in	the	
sporty-car	market	the	way	
Ford’s	Falcon	had	swamped	
it	in	the	economy	field.

It	was	Mustang	and	not		
Nader	that	forced	GM	to	
rethink	its	ideas	about	
bucket-seat	sportsters,	
which	eventually	led	to	the	
Chevy	Camaro	as	its	proper	
Mustang-fighter.	Of	course,	
Corvair	was	more	techni-
cally	advanced	than	either	

Mustang	or	Camaro,	which	
partly	explains	why	it	still	
inspires	enthusiasm.

The	Corvair	also	inspired	de-
signers	and	engineers	to	use	
it	as	the	starting	point	for	
several	fascinating	experi-
ments.	Some	came	surpris-

ingly	close	to		
reaching	showrooms.

GM’s	first	Corvair	special	was	
the	1961	Sebring	Spyder,	
a	jazzy,	short-wheelbase	
preview	of	the	1962	Corvair	
convertible.	Though		
basically	stock	below	the	
beltline,	it	boasted	low	
racing	windscreens	and	
fixed	door	windows,	a	
two-seat	cockpit	with	“back-
bone”	divider	bar,	and	long	
dual	headrests	faired	into	
the	rear	deck.

A	year	later	came	the	1962	
Super	Spyder,	a	wilder		
evolution	of	this	basic	
design	on	the	same	93-inch	
wheelbase	(15	inches	less	
than	stock).	Race-car	de-
sign	cues	are	obvious,	and	
a	stock	150-horsepower	
turbocharged	Corvair	six	
delivered	performance	to	
match.

Like	its	predecessor,	the	
Super	Spyder	wore	a		
tonneau	behind	its	cockpit	
but	with	a	single	driver’s	
headrest	in	a	tapering	pod	a	
la	Jaguar’s	famed	late-1950s	
D-type	and	SS	sports/racing	
cars.	A	trio	of	vertical	louvers	
rode	ahead	of	each	rear-

wheel	opening	as	dummy	
air	scoops	(the	Sebring	had	
a	pair	of	functional	slots	in	
that	spot).

Triple	chrome	exhaust	pipes	
exited	from	behind	each	
rear	wheel,	which	prompted	
thoughts	of	the	late	Hudson	
Italia.	The	drivetrain		
comprised	a	150-horse-
power	turbocharged	six	and	
four-speed	manual		
transmission	from	the	pro-
duction	Monza	Spyder.

All	told,	the	Super	Spyder	
was	a	good-looker,	more	
dramatic	than	the	Sebring,	
and	the	most	advanced	Cor-
vair	special	built	up	to	that	
point.	But	GM	never	even	
hinted	that	it	might	be	built.

1962	and	1963	Chevrolet	
Corvair	Monza	GT	and	SS	
Concept	Cars

Though	they	bore	a	hint	of	
Mako-shark-era	Corvette	
styling,	the	1962	and	1963	
Chevrolet	Corvair	Monza	GT	
and	SS	concept	cars	looked	
like	nothing	else:	smooth,	
well-formed,	and	ultra-clean.	
Shape	and	detailing	were	
vintage	period	GM,	yet	also	
somewhat	Italian.

Continued	P.	7

What were they Thinking?

Rainbow Masonic Lodge 
#735 & Newton County 

Fair Car Show
Saturday,	April	24,	2010
Held	at	Newton,	TX	
County	Fair	Grounds

Onnie	Weaver	409-565-
4913

Richard	Nelson	
409-379-2455

Texas Bar-B-Q Festival
April	24,	2010
Vidor,	Texas

Ronnie	Herrera	
	409-769-2202

3rd Annual J.P. Collins 
Memorial Open Car Show

Saturday,	May	1,	2010
Lufkin,	TX

PetSmart	Parking	Lot	
South	Loop	287	&	Tulane	
Drive	Next	to	Home	Depot

Roman	Collins
936-366-3261

36th Annual State Run
May	21-23,	2010

Fredericksburg,	Texas
Roy	Mendez	830-569-2169

Check	out	website	for	
complete	show	listing

Show Schedule Continued 
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The	Chevrolet	Corvair	
Monza	SS	with	its	
coupe	companion,	the	
Monza	GT.	Their	styling	

hinted	at	what	was	
to	come	for	the	1968	
Corvette.

GM	designer	L.	W.	
Johnson	got	a	look	at	
Bertone’s	two-seat,	
Corvair-based	Testudo	
as	it	was	nearing	com-
pletion	in	1962-1963	
and	happily	informed	
the	Italians	about	his	
own	company’s	latest	
Corvair	special.

Though	built	in	1962	
and	tested	informally	
that	year	at	Elkhart	
Lake	and	Watkins	
Glen,	the	new	Monza	
GT	fastback	wasn’t	
publicly	unveiled	until	
April	1963,	when	it	
handily	stole	the	lime-
light	at	the	New	York	
Auto	Show	along	with	
a	racy	open	sibling	
called	the	Chevrolet	
Monza	SS.

Both	these	experi-
ments	were	fiberglass-
bodied	two-seaters	
with	four-wheel	disc	
brakes,	magnesium-
alloy	wheels,	hydraulic	
clutches,	stock	four-
speed-manual	Corvair	
transaxles,	fixed	seats	

and	adjustable	pedals.

Both	were	also	cleanly	
styled	in	the	billowy	
idiom	then	favored	by	
General	Motors,	with	

bumperless	fronts	and	
oblong	headlights	
concealed	behind	
large	“clamshell”	lids.

Yet	for	all	their	simi-
larities,	the	Chevrolet	
Monza	GT	and	SS	
differed	markedly	in	
some	ways.	The	GT	
coupe,	for	instance,	
carried	its	engine	
ahead	of	the	rear	
axleline;	the	SS	
roadster	put	it	
behind,	as	in	pro-
duction	Corvairs.

Wheelbase	was	
88	inches	on	the	
Monza	SS,	20	
inches	shorter	
than	stock,	but	
92	inches	on	
the	more	visu-
ally	aerodynamic	
Monza	GT.

Chevrolet	Corvair	
Monza	full	view
©2007	Publications	
International,	Ltd.
Both	Monza	con-
cept	cars	mounted	
fiberglass	bodies	on	a	
modified	Corvair	chas-
sis	and	were	strictly	
experiments.

Like	production	
Chevrolet	Corvairs,	
the	roadster	offered	
a	small	front	luggage	
compartment	but	the	
coupe	did	not.	In-

side,	the	
Monza	SS	
dash	was	
stark	but	
highly	
informa-
tive,	with	
a	large	
tach	and	
speed-
ometer,	
plus	five	

auxiliary	gauges.

Had	a	production	
version	materialized,	
the	low,	racing	wind-
shield	and	fixed	side	
windows	would	have	
been	replaced	by	a	
conventional	screen	
and	roll-up	glass.

The	Chevrolet	Monza	
SS	also	had	normal	
doors	where	the	GT	
used	a	Testudo-style	
lift-up	cockpit	canopy,	
again	front-hinged	at	
the	cowl	and	extend-
ing	back	to	the	B-pillar	
region.

Also	echoing	Bertone’s	

work	was	the	rear-
hinged	hatch	that	
swung	up	to	reveal	
the	engine,	which	was	
a	two-carburetor	ver-
sion	for	quiet,	smooth	
running.	The	SS	used	a	
four-carburetor	setup.

Though	often	credited	
solely	to	GM	design	
chief	Bill	Mitchell,	
Corvair	Monza	GT	and	
SS	styling	was	actually	
the	work	of	Larry	Shi-
noda,	now	celebrated	
for	his	work	on	various	
Corvettes	and	early-
1970s	Mustangs,	and	
Anatole	“Tony”	Lapine,	
who	would	go	on	to	
design	Porsche’s	928.	
Both	the	GT	and	SS	
were	created	under	
project	code	XP-797.

The	Chevrolet	Monza	
SS	at	least	came	fairly	

close	to	actual	pro-
duction	--	as	close	as	
any	Corvair	special.	
Remember	that	when	
these	Monzas	first	
appeared,	Ford	hadn’t	
released	the	Mustang,	
and	Corvair	was	still	
GM’s	only	low-cost	
sporty	car.

Had	the	redesigned	

1965	Corvair	sold	bet-
ter	against	the	Mus-
tang,	it’s	not	incon-
ceivable	that	a	street	
SS	or	GT	could	have	
appeared	by	1967	or	
1968	--	which	means	
GM	might	not	have	
needed	to	create	the	
Camaro,	with	all	the	
expense	that	entailed.

But	the	Mustang	sold	
like	nickel	hamburgers	
from	day	one,	and	GM	
quit	working	on	future	
Corvairs	entirely.	
Which	was	a	shame,	
because	the	Mustang	
wasn’t	half	the	sports	
car	these	Monzas	
might	have	been.

As	Road	&	Track	said	at	
the	time:	“The	enthu-
siast	market	sorely	
needs	a	boost,	and	
these	are	two	cars	that	

could	do	it.”	Come	to	
think	of	it,	they	still	
could.

Article	taken	from	
http://auto.howstuff-
works.com/1962-and-
1963-chevrolet-cor-
vair-concept-cars.htm
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Date:	March	4,	2010
Venue:	Mr.	D’s	Cuisine,	

Jasper,	TX.
Attendance:	25

The	meeting	was	called	
to	order	at	6:25PM	by	
the	Club	President	Alvin	
Prewitt.

On	behalf	of	the	club	
Alvin	Prewitt	expressed	
condolences	to	Drew	
Brodnax	whose	mother	
recently	passed	away.

Previous	Meeting		
Minutes:	

A	motion	was	made	
that	the	minutes	of	the	
February	4,	2010	meet-
ing	as	published	in	the	
March	2010	newsletter	be	
approved.	The	vote	to	ap-
prove	was	unanimous.

Treasurer’s Report: 

The	report	was	given	by	
the	club	treasurer.	A	mo-
tion	was	made	to	accept	
the	report	as	read.	The	
motion	was	seconded	
and	approved.	

Old Business:

2010	Rod	Run	Fliers:	The	
fliers	have	been	pro-
duced,	paid	for	and	are	
now	being	distributed	by	
club	members.

Club	Logo	Hats:	There	are	
still	hats	available	from	
Alvin	Prewitt	at	a	cost	of	

$12	each.

2011	Rod	Run	Auction	/	
Raffle	Items	–	The	mem-
bership	voted	to	purchase	
a	partially	completed	
seat	constructed	from	a	
Coca-Cola	cooler	box	and	
a	refurbished	Chevrolet	
350	cid	refurbished	long	
block	engine.	Doyle	Smith	
volunteered	to	provide	a	
used	engine	as	a	core	re-
placement	to	hold	down	
the	overall	cost	of	the	
engine	purchase.	It	was	
further	agreed	the	en-
gine	would	be	raffled	off	
starting	immediately	and	
that	club	members	may	
participate	in	the	raffle.	
The	winning	ticket	will	be	
drawn	at	the	2010	Rod	
Run	but	the	winner	need	
not	be	present	to	win.

New Business:

Lufkin	Cruise:	Jerry	Varing	
volunteered	to	organize	a	
club	cruise	to	the	Bay-
mont	Seafood	Restaurant	
in	Lufkin,	TX.	Several	
members	indicated	they	
would	participate.

Substitute:	Betty	Prewitt	
volunteered	to	substitute	
for	the	club	secretary	who	
will	be	out	of	town	during	
the	next	scheduled	club	
meeting.

Lakes	Area	Hospice:	Drew	
Brodnax	expressed	his	
appreciation	for	the	sup-
port	provided	by	Lakes	

Area	Hospice	to	his	family	
during	the	recent	illness	
and	death	of	his	mother.	
He	additionally	pointed	
out	that	the	club’s	on	go-
ing	support	of	Lakes	Area	
Hospice	is	a	worthwhile	
endeavor.	

Upcoming Events: 

Information	concerning	
up	coming	car	shows	and	
rod	runs	was	provided	by	
Alvin	Prewitt.	A	summary	
of	that	information	will	be	
provided	in	the	newslet-
ter.

Future Meeting 
Dates / Venues:

The	April	2010	club	meet-
ing	will	be	held	Tuesday,	
April	6,	2010	starting	at	
6:00PM	at	the	Texas	Star	
Cafe	located	at	205	North	
&	Hwy.	69,	Colmesneil,	TX.

The	May	2010	club	meet-
ing	will	be	held	Thursday,	
May	6,	2010	starting	at	
6:00PM	at	Martin’s	Mexi-
can	Restaurant,	located	
at	410	North	Wheeler,	
Jasper,	TX.

The	meeting	was	ad-
journed	at	7:02	PM.

Bob	Mitchell
Secretary

Spindletop 2010
26th Annual Rod Run  

& Classic	Car Show
March	26-28,	2010

John	Woodall
409-752-3327

2010 Mopars at the Strip
Las	Vegas	Speedway

Las	Vegas,	NV	
March	26-28,	2010

http://www.moparsatthestrip.com/

4th Annual  
“Early Bird Show”
March	26-27,	2010

Downtown	City	Park,	
Kilgore,	TX

Travis	Brewer
903-343-1675

Woodville Car Show
Dogwood	Festival
At	the	court	house

April	3,	2010

Red River 
37th Annual Rod Run

April	9	&	10,	2010
Bossier	City,	LA

Web	site:	www.RedRiverStreedRod.com

Wendell	Brooks		318-797-2905

Little Cypress Mauriceville
Project Safe Graduation 

Car Show & Sound Off
Saturday,	April	10,	2010
Held	at	Little	Cypress	

Mauriceville	HS
Contact:	mhennigan@gt.rr.com

Hemphill Car Show
On	the	town	square

April	17,	2010
Karl	Bryant	–	936-275-3480

Coon-Ass Rednecks 
Nationals

April	22-25,	2010
Hammond,	LA

Continued p. 3

Lakes Area Cruisers Car Club Minutes

Check	us	out	on	the	web	at	
www.lakesareacruisers.com
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Lakes Area 

P.O. Box 2146 
Jasper, Texas 75951

Next Club 
MeetiNg

MarCh  6th
6 PM

Pictures from Sweatheart’s 
& Orphans Car show inside

cruisers

Would You Like to Sponsor A Club Newsletter?
Call 409-384-9894 For Details

@ Texas Star Cafe
in Colmesneil

If you’d care to share information 
and pictures about what you are 

working on via this newsletter, please 
submit same to either 

Bob Mitchell or Keith Hale.  

INSIDE THIS 
ISSUE

•	 Lufkin	Cruise	Night
•	 Sweatheart	&	Orphans	Car	Show
•	 Calcasieu	Street	Rodders	26th	Annual	Rod	Run
•	 1962	&	1963	Chevolet	Corviar	Concept	Cars
•	 Sweatheart’s	&	Orphan’s	Car	show
•	 What	were	they	Thinking!


